
Music VIDEO
Essential questions:
- How do film makers use production elements to create interesting stories?
- How can I use film making techniques to tell a story to an identified audience?

21st Century Skills:
- Develop an understanding of the way media products communicate a message and their 

impact on an audience.
- Learn how to use media production technology to develop and communicate original 

ideas.

Learning Focus:
- Investigate the production process and production roles in the film and video industry.
- Demonstrate technical competence in the skills, techniques and processes of production.

INFORMATION
I have heard of this.

KNOWLEDGE
I can explain this.

KNOW HOW
I can use/do this by 

myself.

WISDOM
I can use this to 

create/teach others.
Identify the way 
productions elements are 
used in film texts.
Describe the three 
phases of the film 
production process

Explain the contribution 
film and video technology 
makes to the production 
process.
Discuss how film 
directors use production 
elements to engage on 
audience. 

Explore the production 
process by completing by 
responding to a number of 
film and video texts.
Plan a short video 
production in a selected 
genre for an identified 
audience.

Create a music video and 
short genre film using 
relevant production 
technology.
Present completed 
production tasks to an 
audience.

Your Task: 
Work through this unit completing all the tasks as outlined on the following pages. Some 
tasks will be done as a whole class, some will be done individually and others in small 
groups. 
All your theory tasks need to be completed digitally and maintained in a media folder. Your 
production tasks can be completed on your netbooks or on the Macs using the software 
you most prefer.
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Information

Brainstorm.

Use inspiration to create a mind-map on 
the subject of ‘Media’. Brainstorm as many 
media related items as you can. Share 
you brainstorm as a class and add any 
interesting ideas presented by your class 
mates to your own map.

Media Consumption.

Research shows that teenagers spend more time interacting with the media than 
any other waking activity.

Complete the survey ‘Analysing Your Media Consumption’ (provided by your 
teacher). Think carefully about each question and answer fully and accurately to get 
a picture of the amount of time you spend interacting with digital media technology. 
But be prepared - you may shocked at how  much of your life is dedicated to media 
related activites!! Share your responses with your classmates to find out who is the 
biggest game addict, film buff, TV junkie, radio head and social networker!!

Knowledge

Film Production Elements.

Production Elements are the ‘technical’ elements that make up a film. They are the 
‘building blocks’ used to construct film or video productions and the parts we talk 
about when analysing the impact a film has on it’s audience.

Research and write a short definition for the following production elements and 
include two ‘screen shots’ from feature films that give examples of each:

• sound
• lighting
• camera
• editing
• acting
• setting / location
• visual composition / mis-en-scene

These are the things you will use to create your own video productions!!
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Production Process.

Create a table like the one below  outlining the three phases of the film production 
process and list what happens in each. List as many different components as you 
can in the appropriate phase of production.

?? Production ??

Scriptwriting
??
??
??
??

Cinematography
??
??
??
??

Editing
??
??
??
??

Production Roles.

As a class, brainstorm all the film production 
roles you can think of. These are the ‘job 
titles’ of all the people who work on film (think 
of all the people whose names scroll up the 
screen at the end of a film!).

Write a short job description (definition) of 
each job and include a picture of people 
doing those jobs on a film set.

Shot Types.

Complete the ‘Shot Types’ activity 
(seperate handout). Collect and 
collate 20 images from the ‘shot 
list’ panel. You can use the 
internet (Google Image search) to 
find images or if you prefer you 
can cut them out of magazines. 
Use the images exactly as you 
find them (ie don’t alter them to 
suit the shot type you’re looking 
for). Label each image as you 
include it in your document.
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KNOW HOW 
PRODUCTION TASK 1

Music Video Research

Watch a selection of music videos from Michel 
Gondry, Spike Jonze and Chris Cunningham, 
three of the worlds leading music video 
producers. After watching, answer the following 
questions:

1) What do you think it is about the work of these 
three producers that make them so in demand 
by musicians?

2) What unique use of production elements 
standout in your mind after viewing these 
music videos?

3) Many of these videos are 20 years old. Do you 
think they are still relevant when compared to 
contemporary videos from today?

4) Choose one of the three directors and write a 
short biography on the life and career: Where did the grow up? Where did they 
train in film making? Who are some of the musicians they have worked with? 
What other work have they done besides music videos? Have they won any 
awards?

Music Video Production

In small group (maximum three people) or individual, plan, shoot and edit your own 
music video. 

You will select a song (or make your 
own using Garageband), write a 
synopsis, draw a storyboard, organise 
locations, costumes, props and 
actors. You can shoot at school or at 
home but you must edit at school.

You will be guided you through the 
production process in detail. 
Good luck!!
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